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Religious Parsis visit the fire-temple almost daily, and on
four days of each month, those sacred to Atar (3rd, gth, i;th,
and 3Oth), there is a very large attendance. There is no dis-
tinction between men and women in their form or place of
worship. Arrived at the temple, the worshipper washes
the uncovered parts, and recites the Ktisti prayer.1 Then he
passes through the outer hall, goes barefoot through the inner
hall to the threshold of the room where the Fire burns, and
recites prayers standing. Only the priest is in the room itself,
He receives from the worshipper sandal wood and a piece of
money, and brings him ashes from the urn in a ladle, which
he applies to his forehead and eyelashes. After his prayers
he retires backwards to the place where he left his shoes, and
goes home.

The nature of the prayers thus recited before the Fire is left
to the worshipper. The Avestan prayers and the sacred
formulae 2 may be supplemented with petitions in the wor-
shipper's own language, and setting forth his own special
desires. These may be for the highest spiritual blessings, or
may be for wealth, position, or comfort, or for some very
definite piece of pleasure or vanity. Neither type is peculiar
to Parsi religion.

Reverence for fire is not confined to the Atesh Behram or
the Agiari. The house-fire has also a sacred character: if
dtar is really connected with the Latin atrium, that was
indeed the very beginning of the cultus. If a Parsi removes
to another house within the same town, he takes his fire with
him. If he is going further, he gives it to friends or relatives
to mix with theirs.

A curious point arises on the question of reverence to Fire.
What about smoking ? If a priest is near the Fire, he wears
a covering over his mouth, lest his breath pollute it. No Parsi
may blow out a light. It would seem to follow that grievous
desecration arises from such continuous contact of a fire with
the breath as is involved in smoking. Casuistry, however, can

1 See p. 163.                         2 Above, pp. 42, 90 ff.
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